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5 1 live in an Age, that glo⸗ 
ries in the Denomination 


of the Age of Liberty; 


» Way, and to paſs what Cenſures they 
pleaſe upon Things, by wiſer Heads 


treated with the profoundeſt Reverence. 
Many have taken the Liberty to caſt off 


all Regard for revealed Religion, while 
various others, who pretend to have a 


* Regard | for the Chriſtian: Inſtituti- 
A I on, 
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Men now claim a Right, 
and take the Liberty, to 
1 Uiſtute.qnery: thing that comes in their 
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on, and to be Members of the Church 
of England it ſelf, have departed from 
her Faith, and preſumed to condemm 
ſome of her moſt ſolemn Forms. Mbiſton | 
and Clarke have drawn them out of ſome 
of the Paths, in which their tender Mo-. 
ther, the Church, had inſtructed them to 
walk; and yet, which is an Inſtance not 
only of their Diſobedience to her De- 
|  erees, but of their own Inconſtancy too, 
they pay a devout Reſpect, at leaſt in 
Pretence and Appearance, t to her Dictites 
in ſome Inſtances, while they dare open- 
y to contradict and deſpiſe her in others, 
of equal, if not greater, Importance. 
This Behaviour is fo. full of Omradi. 
Thong, and ſcandalous Double-dealing, | 
and is fo like Judass ſaying, Hail 
Maſter, while the Kifs was defigned to 


Gerray him, that every obedient Son ard 


faithful Member of the orthodox Church 
of England, cannot but look upon it with 
the utmoſt Grief and Indignation. | 
The Church, as a tender Mother, with 
yeariiing Bowels, aloud calls them to rer 
ws e gn, turn 


/ 


1 


turn to the Faith ſhe taught them, but 


which they are now undermining, and 


deſtroying. If they will not hear, and be 
reclaim'd, ſhe muſt renounce them, and 
Do all Relation to them. Her faithful, and 


learned Sons and Champions, the Water- 
lands, the Knights, the Berrimans, and 
others, whoſe Names future Generations 


will have Cauſe to remember, have man- 
fully defended her ſacrcd Doctrines, and 7 
Articles of Faith. Theſe and other or- 


thodox Sons of the Church of England 
do, with the greateſt Conſiſtency and Sin- 
cerity, join in all her eſtabliſh'd Forms of 


Worſhip. But are the conforming Ariane 
equally ſincere, and confiſtent 2 I ſup- 


Poſe they do not need to. be convinced, 


that they ate not. They now that 

While they read our excellent Liturgy, 
they read one Thing, and mean another, 
or at beſt mean nothing at all. This is 


ſuch a ſcandalous Practice, that I ſhould 


be glad to make them aſham'd of it. 1 


will, by God's help, do my Endeavour, 
And firſt I ſhall addreſs my ſelf to thoſe 
c 5 of 


8 [ 6 Y - 

of the Clergy, who ſtill continue to read 

the Liturgy, tho they have renounced 

the orthodox Doctrine of the holy and 
bleſſed Trinity, and are in the Sentiments ; 
of 22 or Carle. 


Gentlemen, 
For it is hardly conſiſtent with Since: 


rity to ſay, Reverend Sirs; ſince your 


Apoſtatizing from the ſacred Doctrines of 


the Church, and your anchriſtian B.- 


haviour in reading Prayers, which you 
do not believe, have undermin'd all Foun- 
dations of Reverence towards your I wy, 

| therefore, 


| Gentlemen, 95 


The Honour of God, the * of 5 
Religion, the Reputation of the Church 


of England, and the Care of your own 
Salvation, loudly call upon you to con- 
ſider what you are doing. If you will 
be Prieſts of the Church, if- you will be 
maintain d out of her Revenues, if yon 
will read her Forms, and undertake te 

infiruet 


71 


| joftrudt her People, you ought to receive 
her ſacred Faith, and to keep it whole 
and intire, If you do not receive her 
Faith, you ought not to read her Forms, 
or receive of her Revenues. Take your 
Choice. Only withal remember, that 
your compaſſionate Mother, the Church, 
had much rather you would return to her i 
Faith and Obedience, than make farther 
Schiſms. But this is certain, that you 
are now in a very wrong and We ; 
Way. | 
For God's ſake, Gentlemen, think 4 
little, how many, how full, and how 
ſtrongly expreſs d thoſe Paſſages of the 
Titurgy are, which you weekly read and 
do not believe one Word of, and how 
abſolutely inconſiſtent this Practice is with 
chriſtian Simplicity, and godly Sincerity, 
and even with the Honour of a Gentle- 
man. 
I he firſt that comes in your Way is 
the Doxolegy, ſoon after the Lord a 
Prayer, in the Morning Service. 


5 Te 


[ $1 
The Rubrick is, © Here all tanding' up, 
the Prieſt ſhall ſay . 
Gly be to the Father, and to che Som, 
ond to the Holy Ghoft. 

Anſw. As it was in the Bicinning, is 
wow, and ever ſhall be, World wi unt | 
end. Amen, 


A little after, the Church, in her great 
Wiſdom, for the more effectual Security 
of the important Doctrine of the 2 Trinity, 
and Excluſion of all Eereticks from mi- 
niſtring in holy Things, Ordains, © At 
te the End of every Pſalm throughout 
e the Year, and likewiſe at the End of 
« Benedicite, Benedictus, Magni far, 
and Nunc dimittis, ſhalt be repeated, 
“Glory be to the Father, &c. as above "IF 
Every Time then that you perform the 
publick Service, whether on a Sunday, 
or a Week-day, whether in the Morning, 
or in the Afternoon, you are obliged to 
read ſometimes one Perſe, ſometimes the 
other Ferſe of this Doxology ; ; but with 
| 1 What 
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what Sincerity, Conſcience; or Honour, 
I muſt enquire of you. The truly or- 
thodox Clergy find no Difficulty here; 
but you, who have imbraced the Arian, 
or Semiarian Scheme, have raiſed many 
Objections, and have not ſerupled to 
charge the Church with aſſerting here 
what is falſe in Fact: You pretend, that 
Glory was not given 70 the Holy 2 
nin the Beginning. To ſupport this Pre- 
tence your Champions; Whiffon and 
Clarke, have publiſhed Catalogues of the 
955 Doxologies, that are to be found in the 
Writings of the New Teſtament, and of 
the primitive Fathers; among which 
they aſſert there 1s not one, in which 
Glory is aſcribed to the Holy Ghoſt. 
From hence they infer; in direct Contra- 
diction to the Judgment and Determina- 
tion of the Church of England, that 
Glory was not given to the Holy Ghoſt 
in the Beginning of Chriſtianity : And 
the ſame, we know, is the profeſſed Sen- 
timent of alt their herctical Followers. 
B But 


— or oe O—_ — - 
2 — . — ey, 

— * ? 

cu — 6 

— 2 ö . r ann} 5 +.4< me. os — 1 2 — 7 N 4 : 8 

PS , 2 — - 2 3 - — k - —_ 8 — — — p 121 hn 4 

— . l 2 7 - hs N * DS 4 — — " > 
12 _ * 4 — — 1 — — I 4 22 3 2 N % £ 
* . 


* x 
ED eget 


— 
— — 
— 9 gon » - Þ 


L101 
But pray, Gentlemen, what have you 
been doing by publiſhing this your Opi- 


nion to the World, but ſhameleſly dif- 


covering your own Hypocriſy ? Is it ſo 


Indeed, as you pretend;' that Glory was 
not given to the Holy Ghoſt in the Be- 
ginning of Chriſtianity ? Do you in 
earneſt believe this? Then how can you 


adventure to ſay the direct contrary every 


Time you perform divine Service ? Is it 
not evident Hypocriſy, is it not a known 
Lye, to ſay, Glory be to the Holy Ghoſt, 
as it was in the Beginning, when you 
are perſuaded in your own Conſciences 5 
it was not ſo in the Beginning at all!? 
He that can ſhuffle off this, can be bound 


by no Words whatſoever, What can 
you mean by the Beginning? Do you 
mean, as it Was in the Beginning of the 


Reformation, or in the Beginning of the 
fourth Century, in which Times you 
Pour ſelves will allow, that Glory was 
given to the Holy Ghoſt ? If this be your 
meaning, then the Senſe of what you 


ſay 


[1] 


fay in the ſolemn Worſhip of God is this: 
«= Though we know that Glory was not 
given to the Holy Ghoſt in the firſt 
< Ages of- Chriſtianity, and therefore. 
« ought not to bo done in any Age; yet 
6 we pray that Glory. may be given to. 
© him, in the ſame Doxology with the 


Father and the Son, as it was done 
cc in the Beginning of what we eſteem to 


66 Antichriftianifm : We pray the 


« Church may now and always imitate 
© the falſe Worſhip invented by Atha- 
naſtus, and his Adherents ?' This is 


the plain Engliſh of what you 7 if by 
the Beginning, you mean any Time ſince 


the Beginning of Chriſtianity: And if 
you mean the Beginning of Chriſtianity, 
as you: know the Church does, you are 


at as great a Lofs how to interpret the 
Word, As, Perhaps, you will ſay, you 
underſtand the whole Paſſage thus: 

e Glory be to the- Holy Ghoſt, in the 


* ſame Manner, and in the ſame Senſe, 
Kas it was given to him in Doxologies 


B 2 , « in 
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A the Beginning of Chriſtianity »; 
and then your Interpretation will be, that 1 
as you think Glory was not then given to | 
him at all, ſo now you do not give Glory 
to him, though you ſay, Glory be tothe 
Ful GB. This is fuch horrid trifling | 
in divine Worſhip, as no honeſt Man can 
bear. Verily, Gentlemen, if the Doxo- 
Jogy had been put thus, Glory be 10 the 
Father, to the Son, and to the Holy An- 
gels, As it was in the Beginning, I can- 
not ſee but you might have uſed it, as 
well as you now do the other. You can- 


not make any Objection againſt this Dox- = 


ology, but what, according to your 
Scheme, lies againſt the other. And 
upon your 0Wn Principles, you cannot 
vindicate your giving Glory to the Holy 
_ Ghoſt by any Arguments, but what will 
equally vindicate your giving Glory to 
the Holy Angels, together with the Fa- 
ther, and the Son. What if Glory was 
not given to the Holy Angels i in the Be- 
N ginning of Chriſtianity 2 Vet, what 
wh ** 


* 
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ſhould hinder your ſaying, Glory to the 
Holy Angels, as it was in the Begin- 
ning? Since you can ſay this in the very 

fame Senſe, and with the ſame Truth, as 
you can ſay, Glory be to the Holy Get, 
as it was in the Beginning. All you 
mean by it, I ſuppoſe, is, let all that 
Glory be given to the Holy Ghoſt, which 
was given n in the Beginning of Chri- 


ſtianity. In the ſame Senſe you may : 


even add, Glory be to the Virgin Mary, 
asit Was in tbe Beginning; for certainly 


1 2 you would not ſtick to deſi ire that all 


_ that Glory may be given to the bleſſed 
Virgin, which was given in the Begin- 
ning of Chriſtianity; ; that ſhe might have 
as much, though no more. And yet, in 
Fact, the naming her in a Doxology, to- 
gerber with the Father, and the Son, is 
giving her more Glory than was given 
her in the Beginning, And, according 
to your Way of talking, the naming * 
Holy Ghoſt in a Doxolagy after this Man- 
1 ner, is n Siving him more Glory 


than 9 85 


(41 
than was given him in the Beginning of. 
Chriſtianity. So that your daily Pra- 
Zice, of naming the Holy Ghoſt in the 
Doxology, is a direct Contradiction to the 
Meaning you put upon the Doxology it 
ſelf; that is to ſay, you ſpeak groſs and 


known Vatruth every. Time you Tepeat 


the Church's Doxohgy, that is, every 
Time you officiate : This is not all, what 
Senſe do you put upon the laſt Clauſe 


of the Doxology, And ever ſhall be: Do 


you really believe that Glory ſhall be 
given to the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, together in one and the ſame Dox- 
ology, in all future Ages of the Church? 
If you do not (as you profeſs you do not) 
believe this, with what Truth, or Senſe, 
can you continually ſay, Gry be to the 
Father, and to the Son, and to the Hoy 
Ghoſt, as it ever ſhall be, World without 
end, Amen? Is there any Senſe, in which 
you can ſay this, wherein you could not 
as well add, Aud Glory be to the Holy 
Angels, — to the Virgin Mary, ag it 
E067. * be? e 


e 01 

... You ſee, Gentlemen, that your Man- 
ner of dealing with the Church's ſacred 
Dorology, is full of Shuffling and Con- 
tradiction; and at the ſame Time, would 


equally vindicate you in doing, what I 


hope, you are not yet harden'd cnough 


to think allowable, is. in giving Glory 
tothe Holy Angels, and to the bleſſed 


Virgin, in the Ds ' Doxology with the 
Father, and the Son. This Practice of 


yours opens a Gap to all manner of Hy- 
| poeriſy, and Double-dealing : This Hy- 
pocriſy of yours is the more ſhocking to 
all that obſerve it, becauſe it is repeated 


again, and again, ſeveral Times over, 
in every Time of your reading the Li- 


turgy. And how you can expect, your 
People ſhould' think you Men of commen 
Honeſty, when they ſee you live on in 
the daily Repetition of this Donble-deal- 


ing, without Amendment, or Remorſe, 
is beyond my Comprehenſion. 


But, as bad as this Hypocriſy i is, it is 


not as bad as that which attends your 
reading 
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For” 
reading the Confeſſion of our Chriſtian 
Faith, commonly called, The Creed of 
St. Athanaſius. For here you not only 
read what you do not believe one Word 


of, but proceed even to ſuch a Height of 
Impiety, as to read a Sentence of. Dam- 
nation againſt all, that do not believe this 
Creed, and againſt your own Souls in 
particular. The Creed fays, Except 
every one do keep this Faith whole and 


zndefiled (which you know you do not) 


doit hout doubt he ſhall periſb everlaſting. 
5. He that will be [aved, muſt thus 

think of the Trinity, in a Manner infi- 
nitely different from what you do. This 


is the Catholic Faith, which except a 
Man believe faithfully; be cannot be 
. ſaved. Theſe are the Declarations which 


you make in the ſolemn Worſhip of God, 


whereby you concur with the orthodox | 


Members of the Church in pronouncing 


your own Condemnation, If this be con- 


ſiſtent with Virtue and Honour, ſurely 


there is no ſuch Thing as Vice in Nature. 


En) 

If flicks be any ſuch thing as Vice in the 
World, ſurely it muſt by a Wickedneſs 
for you to ſay, that Men ſhall without 
doubt periſh everlaſtingly for believing 
thoſe Doctrines, which you your ſelves 

believe, and which you pretend to re- 

ceive as the Truths of God. Is not this 
direct and i impious Blaſphemy againſt God, 
ſor yon to aſſert in the moſt ſolemn Man- 
ner in his Worſhip, that he will damm 


Mien for not believing, what you think 


he looks upon as Nonſenſe, Falſehood, 
and a Contradiction? Is it not direct 
Blaſphemy in gow to ſay, that a good 
God will damn Men for believing that 
very Doctrine, which (according to you) 
he himſelf has taught? With what Face 
can you preach againſt Blaſphemy, when 
| you thus impiouſly allow your ſelves in 
uttering ſuch ſhocking Blaſphemy i in the 
Preſence - of God, ant of his Congrega- 
tion ? With what Face can you reprove 
a Man for ſaying in common Converſa- 
tion, God damn my Soul, when you, at 
= OS . a 


" [18 Þ 
a, Time of greater Solemnity, dare to 
5 pronounce Damnation on your Souls? 
Verily, it is time to reform, or elſe your 

| Sentences will be fulfilled by a righteous. 
and jealous God. At. the e Time, 
you muſt not wonder, that the People 
think contemptibly of you, and are afraid 
to truſt you in the common Affairs of 
Liſe. For your Hypocriſies, Falſchoods, 
and Blaſphemies, committed in the moſk 
ſacred Aſſemblies, and in the more imme- 
diate Preſence of God, have convinced 
them, that your Conſcience is ſear d, as 
with a hot Iron, and that the ſame Con-; 
ſcience and Principles, or rather, the fame 
Atheiſm and Infidelity, which permit you 
thus to trifle with the eternal God, and 
with your own Souls, in ſolemn. Wor- 
ſhip, will as well permit you to commit 
any Act of ſecret Fraud and Villany: If 
after this they refuſe to truſt you, you 

| muſt blame your ſelves. 
When the Church's incomparable Li- 
_ zany is ſolemnly read by Jou, it ſhocks 
| | one 


[3] 
öne to hear you ſay, O holy, bleſſed, and 
glorious Trinity, three Perſons, and one 

God, have Mercy upon us, miſerable 
Simers. Do not you know, that the 
Trinity, or three Perſons here meant, 
are the fame as are mention'd in the di- 
vine Form of Baptiſm, The Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghoſt? And do you 
Indeed believe, that theſe three are one 
God ? Oh! How could your tender Mo- 
ther the Church rejoyce, if you did thus 
believe ? But alas! you declare upon all 
other Occaſions (except in divine Wor- 
hip, where you ought to be moſt ſincere) 
that you do not believe one Word of this 
Doctrine; nay, have the Boldneſs to 
charge it as a gfoſs Contradiction. And 
yet, in ſolemn Prayer, to the Heart-ſcarch- 
ing, and eternal God, you dare continu- 
ally to aſſert, that the three Perſons are 
one God; 1. e. in plain Engliſh, you ſay 
to God himſelf, that that is true, which 
at the ſame Time, you believe in your 
Conſeiences to be falſe: This is lyt ing to 
4 the 
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4 L 20 7 
the Holy Ghoſt: This is lying not to, 
Men, but to God. Beware of the Fate 
of Ananias and Sapphira! Think of 
theſe Things, when you go on to pray 
in the Litany, From Hypocriſy, —and 
from all falſe Doctrine, good Lord de- 
liver us. How is this conſiſtent with your 

| Hypocriſy in profeſling, in the fame Li- 
 rany, a Doctrine which you call Falſe ? 
Had not the Poet too much Cauſe to ſing, 


5 What mekila all Dein true and clear 2 
, 4 bout re Bundred Pounds a Near, 


Again, upon the third Sunday i in Ad- 
: vent, you do not ſtick to ſay (tho you do 
not believe it) O Lord Jeſus Chrift,—- 
who liveſt and reigneſt with the Father, 

and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, World 
without end. Tho you own that Chriſt 
reigns with the Father, yet you do not 

believe, that he reigns together with the 
Spirit; ſince you deny that the Spirit 
reigns at all. Nor do you believe, that 
Chriſt is one God with the Father and 
* 


1270 
Spirit, or that the Spirit is God at all. 


Nothwithſtanding this your ſecret per- 
ſuaſion, and publick Profeſſion too, at 


other Times, you dare adventure to un- 
ſay it all again, not only in the Conclu- 


ſion of this, but many other Prayers of 


the Liturgy too: With what Sincerity, 
you may judge, In the Collett for I bit- 
ſengay, the Expreſſion is a little alter'd; 

thus, — © Chriſt Jeſu, our Saviour, who 

55 liveth and reigneth with thee, in the 


& Vnity of the ſame Spirit, one God, 


00 World without end; and yet you 
contentedly ſwallow it, tho? tis expreſs'd 
more: ſtrongly than the former. For 1 
would hope you are not Ignorant, that i 
the Unity of. the Spirit, ſignifies, in Union 
lor together with) Th Spirit; i. e. Chriſt 

reigns with the Spirit, and the Spirit with 


him, and the Father and Son; together 


with the Spirit, are the one God. All 
this you profeſs, when you read theſe 
Words, without belicving what you 


ſay. 


The 


23 


The whole Coll for Trinity Sunday, 
is ſtrong againſt you in the n lofty 
Expreſſions, ig. 
” Almighty and everlaſting God, who 
er has given unto us thy Servants Grace, 
« by the Confeſſion of a true Faith, to 
« acknowledge the Glory of the eternal 
c Trinity, and in the Power of the di- 
& vine Majeſty, to worſhip the Unity: 
c We beſeech thee, that thou wouldſt 5 
ce keep us ſtedfaſt in this Faith, and ever- 


« more. defend us from all Adverſities, 5 


« who liveſt, and reigneſt, one God, 
World without end? Inſtead of ha- 


ving the Grace to confeſs a true Faith; 


you have the Impudence to confeſs what 
you call a falſe Faith; and when you _ 
feſs, in the awful Preſende of God, 
pray, that God would keep you 2 
in this Faith, of the eternal Trinity in 
Unity, you do really pray (if you pray 
at all) that God would keep you fted- 
faſt in the Belief of what you do not yet 
at all believe, and what you imagine God 
knows 
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knows to be falſe. Vou may, with as 
much Honeſty, and Piety, pray to God 
to keep you ſtedfaſt in the Faith of Ma- 
homet. In praying thus, you impiouſly 

beg of God to deny his infinite Perſecti- 
ons, to diveſt himſelf of his Holineſs, and 
to influence you to believe a Lye, And 
in the Beginning of the Prayer, you 
blaſpheme the moſt Holy God, by tel- 
ling him, that he has given you Grace 
i commit Sin, the Sin of acknowledging 
for divine Truth, what you really believe 
to be a Contradiction. O ſhocking Im- 
piety, occaſion'd by your reading Prayers | 
which you do not believe! 5 
Iam not unappriſed of the Quibbles 
you make. uſe, of in interpreting the Ni- 
cene Creed in the Communion- Office; 
but quibble as you will, one Subſtance, 
whether it ſi gnify one in Number, or one 
in Kind, can never ſignlfy 7200 Subſtances 
differing in Kind, as much as a finite 
does from an infinite. And when you 
| mw" to believe in the Holy G hoft;—who 


with 
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with the Fither, and the Sm 16 opts. 
ther, is "worſhiped and glorified, ' you 

Are underſtood to mean, that the catho- 
lick Church does worſhip and glorify the 
Holy Ghoſt, together with the Father 

and Son, and is right in fo doing: 
Whereas you pretend the Worſhip of 
the Holy Ghoſt is an Innovation: But! 

| paſs theſe to ſet before you much fironger 
Expreſſions, be | 
The proper Preface 4pon 2 Feaft of 
the Trinity, which runs thus 0 

« Lord Almighty, everlaſting God, who 
art one God, one Lord, not one only 

E Perſon, but three Peefohs f in one Sub- 
« ſtance: For that which we believe of 
S the Glory of the Father, the ſame we 

« believe of the Son, and of the Holy 

_ <- Ghoſt, without any differmce, or ine- 
< quality?” This Expreſſion has ap- 

pear'd to be ſo obviouſly and infinitely 

contrary to the Principles and Concefſi- 
ons of the Arians, that ſome- of them 
have declar'd, they have avoided reading 
it. 
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it. But what Excuſe can you make for 
your ſelves, who do read it > Do you be- 
lieve, that the Lord Almighty, the one 
God, is not one only Perſon, - but three 
Perſons in one Subſtance ? Is it true, that 
what you believe of the Glory; of the 
. Father, you believe the ſame of the Son, 
BY and of the Holy Ghoſt, without any Dif- 
ference, or Inequality ? Is there no Diffe- 
rence, in your Opinion, between the Glo- 
ry of the Father, Son aud Spirit? Is the 
Glory of the Holy Ghoſt, indeed, equal 
to the Glory of the Father 2 All this you 
fay: And the Church would rejoyce if 
vou herein really ſpoke your own Senti- 
ments: But ſhe cannot but look upon you 
with Contempt. and Indignation, when 
ſhe perceives you herein trifle with God 
and Man in the moſt ſolemn Office of Re- 
ligion. + 
Beſides this Preface, which. you Ao 
once in a Year, there is a Hymn, which 
you read or {ing every Time you admi- 
niſter the Communion, in the following 
| | > SS ſtrong 
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ſtrong and fignificative Expreſſions, taken 
from a Greek Form, which you may find 


at the End of the Pſalms im Dr. Grabe's 
Septuagint :=® O Lord God, Lamb of 


God, Son of the Father,—thou only 


te art Holy, thou only art the Lord, thou 


« only, O Chriſt, with the Holy Ghoſt, 
< art moſt High in the Glory of God the 
< Father?” 7 heſe lofty Expreſſions, ſo 
_ admirably ſuited to the Doctrine of the 
Trinity in Unity, muſt be very ſhocking 
in your Sight. Are they not evident Blaſ- 
phemy in eur Months? Can you ſay any | 
Thing higher of God the Father, than 
this, He only is Holy? When therefore 
you ſay this of the Son, do not you de- 
clare him to be abſolutely equal to the 
Father, while, at the ſame TI ime, you 


pretend that tis blaſpheming the Father 
to ſet up andther Perſon in Equality with 


him? What can you mean, upon the 
Fer Scheme, by thoſe Words, « Thou 


ody, O Chriſt, with the Holy Ghoſt, 


« art moſt High in the Glory of God the 


“Fa- 
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“ Father?” Which Way do you turn 
your Eyes, when you read theſe Words 


at the Altar 2 Do you then turn, up. your 


Eyes to Heaven, and think of what you. 
are ſaying ? Can you bear to look to the 
 Heart-ſearching Jeſus, and fay ſuch 


Things to him, as you believe to be as 
_ falſe as he is true? Do you think, that 


you do his being the moſt High. 


Gentlemen, I have now in the . of 


God, and with hearty Concern for your 


your own conſtant Practice in its true 
Light. —— you read the Liturgy 
in the Church, particularly, whenever 
D 2 vo 


Chriſt, with the Holy Ghoſt, is moſt 
what Face can you flatter him with ſuch 
fulſome Compliments, as they muſt at 
| beſt be, upon your Scheme? Verily, if 
the Emoluments of the Church depended 

upon it, you would not ſtick to fay, that 
_ Chriſt is ſupreme oper and above God the 
Father; for you as much believe this, as 


Honour and Salvation, ſet before you 


you celebrate the holy Sacrament of 
Chtiſt's Body and Blood, you are guilty 
ol the groſſeſt Falſehood, and Prevarica- 
tion, both with God and Men. Let me 
freely ask you, Do not your Conſciences 
check you, at the Time, when you read 
thoſe Paſſages, which you believe to aſ- 
ſert falſe and impious Doctrines? Do 
your Conſoiences never reproach you for 
acting «this unchriſtian and hypocritical 
Part in the ſolemn Worſhip of Almighty 
God!? 2 And what is it that ſilences the 


Clamours of your Conſciences, but the = 


Conſideration that your Livelihood de- 
pends upon this Conduct? Tis time for 
you, as you profeſs your ſelves Chriſtians | 
and Clergymen, to have leſs Regard to 
the World and to have more Regard to 
the Honour - of © Religioh, and of the 
Church, and to the Salvation of your 
own Souls. When the World takes no- 
tice, as now it docs, of your complying 
with the  eſtabliſh'd - Forms of divine 
Worſhip upon Terms, which you believe 
— 2 e 
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to be utilawful, merely to ſecure the Ia- 
comes of your Benefice, they are tempt- 
ed to think, there is nothing in Religion, 
or at leaſt, that you do not believe one 
Word of it your ſelves. The People are 
aſtoniſhd, when they hear you preach 
- againſt Lying and Hypocriſy, or exhort 
them to be ſincere and ſerious in the di- 
vine Worſhip, while they perceive, you 
your ſelves cannot poſſibly be ſincere and 
| ferious in a great Part of it. And be- 
ſides, your Reputation for common Ho- 
neſty is upon this Account, ſunk ſo low 
with them, that they cannot adventure to 
truſt you in any Aﬀair of Life, wherein 
you have any conſiderable worldly Temp- 
tations to induce you to act an unrighte- 
ous Part. For the ſame Conſcience, or 
rather, the ſame Want of Conſcience, 
which allows you continually to aſſert 
that for ſacred Truth, in the immediate 
Preſence of a Heart-ſarching God, 
which you believe to be inconſiſtent with 
his Revelation, and derogatory to his 
Honour 


1 
Honour as the moſt High; the People are 
ſenſible will allow you to do any other 
Wickedneſs, when you ſhall be as well 
paid for it, as you are for reading the 
Prayers of the Church. Thus you have 
undermined all your Reputation: And 
| what will you do to recover it ? Verily, 
you muſt either return to the Faith of 
| the Church in the Doctrine of the holy 
Trinity, or elſe you muſt throw up your 
Benefices and commence Diſſenters. The 
Church, in Imitation of God, would ra- 
ther you ſhould come to the Acknow- 
ledgment of the Truth, and be ſaved: 
But if you are inflexible, and will ſtill 
_ perſiſt in dangerous Errors, and deſtru- 
ive Hereſies, ſhe muſt diſown you, and 
look upon you, as unjuſt Intruders into 
the Benefices you now enjoy. Theſe 
you ought honeſtly. to quit, that they 
may be diſpoſed of to Perſons worthy to 
fill them, ſuch as are her true and genu- 
ine Sons, who are ſound and orthodox 
in the Faith, and who alone have a Right 
7 1 to 
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to her Revenues and Promotions. You 
may as lawfully detain an Eſtate from the 
right Heir, as poſſeſs the Endowments 
of an orthodox Church: And the World 
is now convinced, that you would make 
no Scruple of doing the Former, for the 
Sake of private Gain, if you could do it 
in as legal a Way, and with as much Im- 
punity as you do the Latter.. If you 
would clear your ſelves from ſuch Suſ- 
picions, and would act a conſiſtent Part, 
you mult leave the Service of the Church, 
which in your Conſciences you believe to 
be unlawful, and muſt add Schiſm to 
your Hereſy, and ſet up ſeparate Aſ- 
ſemblies, if you can perſuade any of the 
People to be ſo fooliſh, as to run after 
you. It is in vain to plead, that you can- 
not conveniently throw up your Bene- 
fices, becauſe without their Incomes you 
cannot ſubſiſt your ſelves and Families. 
If this be allow'd to be a good Excuſe 


in your Caſe, the ſame muſt be allow'd 


to have been a good Excuſc in all like 
ö Caſcs; 
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Caſes; and then there could have been 
no Reformation from Popery ; nay, there 
could have been no Chriſtianity. If you 
had lived in our bleſſed Saviour's Days, 
and had had no more Grace than you have 


now, you would certainly have conformed 


to the Fewwiſh Church againſt your Con- 
ſciences, rather than have ſuffer'd for his 
Sake. Do not you now venture to deny 

What you take to be the ſacred Truth of 


| Chriſt before Men, every time you read the 


Service of the Church? You muſt not 
then wonder, if he ſhould hereafter deny 
a you before his heavenly Father. . 
And, Gentlemen, ſuffer me to put one 
Queſiion more to your Conſciences, and 
that is, Whether you do not find by Ex- 
- perience, that your reading Prayers and 
- Doxologies, which you do not believe, 
does not create, and ſenſibly increaſe: in 
vou a Careleſſneſs in all Parts of divine 
Worſhip, and leſſen your Regard ſor the 
whole of the Worſhip it ſelf? If this be 
ſo, pray have a Care, that it does not 
end 
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end in down-right Atheiſm, As much as 


I hate the preſent Diviſions in the Church 
yet, I cannot help ſaying, it is better to 
be an honeſt and ſincere Diſſenter, than a 
_ hypocritical Prieſt of the pureſt and moſt. 
orthodox Church in the World. And I 
heartily wiſh, you would no longer con- 
tinue to be the Reproach and Scandal of 5 
the Church of England : But above all, 


7 my Prayer for you 1s, that the merciful 


God would take Pity upon you, and lead 
you into all his ſacred Truth, and in all 

the Ways of Piety and Righteouſneſs, 

that your Souls may be ſaved i in the Day 

of the Lord! 
Having finiſh' d my | Addreſs to the 
Arian Clergy, -1 now turn to thoſe of 
the Laity of the Church of England, 
who continue in her Communion, and 
yet have renounced her orthodox Do- 


ctrines, particularly that of the holy and 
bleſſed Trinity. 


E You, 


- 
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You, Gentlemen, 1 own, have one Plea, 
which the Arian Clergy have not; and 
that is, that you can paſs over, and avoid 


- repeating any 'Thing in the Liturgy, 


which you diſapprove, while the Clergy 
muſt read all that comes in their Way, 


whether they believe it or not. I am 


ſenſible, many Gentlemen take this Me- 
thod of ſtopping their Mouths, and with- 
holding their Aſſent, when the Prieſt 
reads, or the Clerk and People devoutly 
repeat ſuch Paſſages of the Liturgy, as 
are utterly ſubverſive of the Arian 
Scheme: But this Salvo is not ſufficient ; 
for at this rate you may join in Worſhip | 


with a Popiſh Church, and that whether 


you underſtand the Latin Prayers or not. 
If you do not happen to underſtand 
Latin, then, while the Prieſt is reading 
Latin Prayers, you may do the ſame as 
you now do, when the Miniſter of the 
Pariſh reads thoſe Parts of the Liturgy, 


| which you ſay you cannot poſſibly under 


Rand, What that Sh you know beſt, 
whe- 
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whether you pray ſecretly, or are intirely 


idle and thoughtleſs, or indulging vain 


Thoughts. If you do underſtand the 
Latin Prayers, then you may do the ſame 


as you do with the Liturgy ; that is, 
joyn with the Worſhip, where it is con- 


ſiſtent with your Notions of Religion, 
and keep Silence, and with-hold your Aſ- 
ſent, when the Prieſt and People about 
you are adoring a Crucilix, are worſhip- 
ing an Image of God, are praying to 
| Saints and Angels, or denouncing Curſes 
upon the Proteſtants. The Reaſons Why 955 


you cannot be Members of ſuch a Church, 


are as much Reaſons, why you mould 


not be Members of the Church of Eng- 
land, till you have renounced the Do- 
ctrines condemned by her. And think, 


one Moment, whether that Principle of 
Conduct can be good, righteous and eli- 

gible, which will admit you as well to 
2 be Members of the ſuperſtitious and ido- 


latrous Church of Rome, as of the Church 


of England it ſelf? Nay, 1 cannot ſee, 
E 2 80 why : 


. 

hy the Principle you act upon will not 
as well permit you to be ſtated Members 
of a Mahometan Aſſembly; where you 
might avoid worſhiping Mabomet, ex- 
actly in the fame Way as you now avoid 
giving ſupreme Glory to God the Son, 


and Holy Ghoſt : And yet, your being 2 


| conſtant Members of a Mahometan Aſ- 
ſembly, eſpecially in a Place where Chri. 
ſtian Churches were within your reach, 
would be an Evidence, in the Apprehen- a 


ſion of all Mankind, that you were 


really Mahometans. Thus being conſtant 
Members of an orthodox. Church, eſpeci- 
ally in a Place where Arian Conventicles 


are within your reach, is, in the Appre- 


henſion of all Mankind, an Evidence, 
that you are really Orthodox too. It is 
in vain for you to proteſt againſt Fat, 
It only lays open your Self. contradiction 
and Hypocriſy the more. Suppoſe a Bill 


was preſented to a Grand. Jury, charg- 5 


ing you with Murder : Suppoſe all the. 
* believed you Guilty except my ſelt: 
7 What 
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What would you think, what would you 
ſay of me, if I ſhould be intirely ſilent, 
when your Bill was before us; and to all 
outward Appearance ſeem to give my 
Conſent? Would you not charge me 
with Prevarication, Hypocriſy, Cowar- 
dice, and a Want of Friendſhip? And 
would you admit it as a ſufficient Excuſe, 
that 1 afterward declared againſt Gading 


the Bill, when I was gotten into other 


Company ? Would you not ſay, that my 
| Proteſt comes too late; and that I ſhould 


have entered my Proteſt in Seaſon, while 


the Bill was under Conſideration ? Let 980 
me put another Caſe, which is Rill more 

exactly parallel: Suppoſe there are two 
Muſick-Meetings in the Town where vou 

live; in one of which there is never any 
Song allowed, but what you are convin- 
ced is perfectly conſiſtent with Truth, Re- 
ligion, and Virtue; while in the other 

there are ſome profane and filthy Songs 
mingled with the good? Suppoſe your 
Daughter wn choſe to attend the 
Lat- 


0 
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Latter; and there ſhew'd no diſlike to 
the Profaneneſs and Immodeſty of the 
Songs, but ſeemed as much to join with 
theſe as with ſuch as were Innocent; 
would you not ſeverely reprove and con- 
demn her, and imagine, that ſhe had too 
much love to Obſcenity and Impiety ? 
And ſuppoſe ſhe ſhould tell you; at 
Home, that when ſhe was at the Muſick- 
Meeting, and bore a Part in the Tunes, 
.. he elitr ſtop'd, when the filthy Paſſage 
-  occur'd, or elſe ſung ſome other Wot : 
would you admit this as a ſufficient Excuſe? > 
Would you not inſiſt upon it, that it was 
ber Duty, there, upon the Spot, to pub- 
liſh her diſlike, or rather to reſolve to go 
thither no more? And would you not 
think, that her choofang to avoid the in- 


nceent Club, and to frequent the vicious 


one, was a Sign ſhe was grown in Love 
with Profaneneſs-and Immorality 2 And 
would you not urge, that her proteſting 
againſt Fact would not ſerve her turn? 
No more - will your. proteſting againſt 
; 1 „ Fact 


1 
. . \ 
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Fact ſerve yours. I ſuppoſe you may * 
have heard of many Facobites in the 
Kingdom, who ſtill conſtantly attend the 

Service of the Church, in which King 

George, Queen Caroline, Frederic Prince 

of Wales, are pray d for by Name. In 

theſe Prayers the Facobites pretend, they 

cannot in Conſcience join; and yet they 
kneel, as in other Prayers, and ſhew ns 

more diſlike outwardly to thoſe, than to 
theſe. Now I appeal to your ſelves; 

What Cenſure have you been wont to 
| paſs upon this Behaviour of the Faco- 
Bites? Have you not often ſeverely con- 

demn'd it as abominable Hypocriſy ? Is 

there not all the ſame Reaſon to condemn. 

your own Practice, which is exactly like 
ite If you really look upon the Paſſages 
before recited out of our Liturgy to be 

_ contrary to Truth, and to the Holy Scrip- 

ture, and to contain in them Contradicti- 

ons and Idolatry; is there not as much 

Reaſon that you ſhould leave the Commu- 
nion of the Church, as that your Daugh- 


ter 


oy 


— 
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| ter e fhcul avoid. profane Mau Me 


Ly 3 and the Facobites refuſe to. join | 


with a Church that prays for the Kin ge” Is 
The Church cannot look upon them "a 
you as ſound Members: She diſowhs you, 
and renounces all Relation to you. AR 
a conſiſtent part; either leave her Wor- : 
3 ſhip, which you diſapprove, or elſe ful- . 
fil her moſt earneſt Wiſhes, ois. Learn 
do believe her moſt ſacred Doctrines, and 
to adore the awful Myſteries that the 
teaches : : She calls you back from Error, 
and will gladly receive and own- you 
upon your repenting and making Ac- 
. knowledgment of the Truth. Leave 
your Hypocriſy: Dare not any longer to 
trifle with Mey, and with a Heart- ſearch- . 
ing God: Be not aſham' d of the Truth | 
in an unbelieving and ſcoffing Age: Be, 
faithful tothe Death, aud you as in- 
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